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1 
• There is a significant and direct effect  
of prison environment on health status. 
 
2 
• There is a significant and direct effect of 
prison environment on quality of life. 
 
3 
• There is a significant and direct relationship 
between quality of life and health status. 
 
4 
• Quality of life mediates the relationship 
between prison environment and health 
status. 
Objectives of the Study 
 
1 
• To determine the direct impact of prison 
environment  on health status of drug 
abuse inmates. 
 
2 
• To determine the direct impact of prison 
environment  on quality of life of drug 
abuse inmates. 
 
3 
• To ascertain the direct impact of quality of 
life on the health status of drug abuse 
inmates. 
 
4 
 
• To examine the mediating role of quality 
of life on the relationship between prison 
environment and health status of drug 
abuse inmates. 
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Inmate  health is one of the important concern  for 
public health and frequently associated with various 
health risks, higher depression and death (Greenberg 
& Rosenheck, 2008; T Butler, Kariminia, Levy, & 
Murphy, 2004). 
Drug abuse Inmate – highest  group of poor physical, 
mental and social health in prisons (Fazel & 
Baillargeon, 2011; WHO, 2007). 
Inmate health status were lower than the general 
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Drug abuser also normally  report higher rates of 
mental health disorder than the general population. 
(Farrell et al., 1998).  
 
Inadequate attention to measure the subjective 
approach of drug abuse inmates’ quality of life 
(Maeyer et al., 2008). 
It was reported that most inmates need support to 
improve their quality of life and health conditions in 
order to break away from their previous cycle of illegal 
behavior while they were in prisons.  
The aim of the study is to propose a conceptual model 
that examined the relationship among prison 
environment, quality of life and health status among 
drug abuse inmates.  
In this case, the measurement of quality of life was 
measured using maqasid Syariah approach which 
comprised of five elements namely, religion, life, mind, 
lineage and wealth. This study labeled the construct of 
quality of life as maqasid Syariah quality of life (I-
QOL). 
Therefore, this study proposed a model that examined 
the relationships among these constructs. The 
proposed model will be validated using structural 
equation modeling.  
However, there were limited studies that examined 
series of dependence relationships among prison 
environment, quality of life and health status 
simultaneously, especially among inmates.  
Literatures found that prison environment had a 
significant effect on health status. Moreover, studies 
that examined the relationship between quality of life 
and health uncovered positive relationships between 
the two constructs.  
The study expected to uncover a positive relationship 
between prison environment and health status. Whilst, 
quality of life played the role of mediating variable in 
the relationship between prison environment and 
health status.   
Questionnaires 
–  the self 
administrated 
scale 1-10 
Population – 
drug abuse 
inmates while 
they  are in 
prison 
Location- 
several prison 
in Peninsular 
Malaysia 
Sampling 
technique–  
area sampling  
Data Analysis 
Prison 
Environment 
    Quality 
of  
 Life 
Health  
Status 
H1 
H2 H3 
This study proposed a research framework that 
examined the relationships of social support, I-QoL 
and health status among drug abuse inmates.  
The suggested conceptual model will provide 
insightful information pertaining to develop and 
validate domains that measure prison environment,  
I-QoL and health status among drug abuse inmates.  
This study is expected to uncover a positive 
relationship between priosn environment and health 
status. Besides, quality of life plays the role of 
mediating variable in the relationship between prison 
environment  and health status among drug abuse 
inmates.  
The findings of the study would provide insightful 
information pertaining to the different aspects of prison 
environment and I-QoL that would improve the drug 
abuse inmate health status. 
To consider health status as the outcome measure of 
quality of life (Maeyer et al., 2008). 
Importance of the study 
To address the urgent need to elaborate on the 
conceptualization of quality of life based on drug users’ 
experiences and perspectives (Farquhar, 1995). This 
study measured quality of life based on Maqasid 
Syariah principles using the subjective approach. 
Descriptive 
Analysis  
To examine the 
respondents’ 
demographic 
profile. 
Exploratory Factor 
Analysis 
To reduce the 
measure items and 
explore how many 
factors are needed 
to represent the 
constructs.  
Confirmatory 
Factor Analysis                             
To confirm the 
measurement 
model derived by  
EFA.  
Reliability and 
Validity Analysis                                  
Reliability – Internal 
and construct 
reliability                             
Validity – 
convergent and 
discriminant validity 
Structural Equation 
Modeling 
 To test the causal 
relationship between prison 
environment, quality of life 
and health status.  
